
AND IF I FALL:  
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 
While my novels feature gay and transgender individuals, the idea behind them is that these are just stories 
about people. All kinds of people. And just as I hope they are read by people whose sexual identities cross all 
the lines, I hope that each time someone reads one of my books they learn some things they didn’t already 
know. 
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HOMOSEXUALITY 
 
As the story opens, Jude Connor doesn’t have a clue that he’s gay. He’s only eleven, and while some 
homosexual individuals are aware of their orientation at this age and even younger, many are not. And in 
Jude’s case, raised as he was in a strict, evangelical Christian community, the subject doesn’t even arise 
unless it becomes a problem – and it would never be anything other a problem.  
 
As Jude enters his teens and his true nature begins to make itself known to him, he tries desperately to 
suppress it, to “pray away the gay” (in the nomenclature of many religion-based supposed therapies). Of 
course, this effort fails. 
 
Some gay teens (and gay adults) find gratification in the scientific facts of sexual orientation. To young Jude, 
the biological basis for it would have been beside the point. Because for Jude and his community, with enough 
sincerity and enough prayer, no miracle is out of the question. For the reader, however, I will briefly describe 
the biology behind sexual orientation as far as it is known today. 
 
The hypothalamus, located in what’s known as the mammalian brain, is responsible for (among other things) 
detecting sex pheromones and determining what the response should be for the individual in question.  
 
A study by the National Academy of Science (report released in 2005) indicated that while straight men 
respond sexually only to female pheromones and not at all to male pheromones, gay men respond sexually 
only to male pheromones. Here are two articles that go into more detail: 

For Gay Men, an Attraction to a Different Kind of Scent (The New York Times) 
"Sexy" Smells Different for Gay, Straight Men, Study Says (National Geographic News) 

 
Although there is some controversy regarding the incidence of homosexuality in various animal species, the 
controversy is limited to the number of species and is not a question of whether it occurs. It could be that the 
different conclusions result from the studies using different definitions or requiring different proof. But there is 
no doubt that it exists 

NewsMedical – 1,500 species (2006) 
Yale Scientific – 450 species (2012) 

 
 
CHRISTIAN EVANGELISM 
 
There are many different disciplines within the larger category of Christian evangelism, and to describe one of 
them is far from describing all. In And If I Fall, it was not my intent to describe this entire category of practice or 
belief. However, what is depicted in the story does reflect reality for a number of branches of this practice. And 
because some readers have expressed doubt that a church such as Jude’s really exists, I will describe one of 



these evangelical branches here – one that follows fairly precisely the practice and belief system of Jude’s 
church. 
 
Jude uses the term “a collection of autonomous entities” to describe the system to which his church, the Grace 
of God Church, belongs. This is a fictional church and a fictional system, although the model I used for this 
fictional collective exists; and although I will not name it here I will provide a sampling of what is expected of 
church members and the terminology used. The phenomena below are pulled directly from actual practice. 

• First-century Christianity: Church members follow practices according to what can be gleaned from 
the Christian Bible’s New Testament. Rules apply to daily life in a way that the church believes mimics 
that of the earliest Christians.  

• Saints: The members of the church refer to each other as saints, because they have been baptized 
according to the method described in the New Testament; they have died to the world had have been 
reborn in Christ. Although it would be possible to backslide significantly enough to lose one’s sainthood, 
it would have to be extremely serious, unrepented, and acknowledged by the church as too grievous to 
allow for continued sainthood without a proven rededication and a new baptism. 

• Dating practices: All saints over a certain age are expected to date (members of the opposite sex, of 
course). They may date only other saints, and only in the company of at least one other couple (also 
saints). They are expected to date a variety of people, and only after a lengthy dating period and the 
approval of the Body would a single couple be permitted to date exclusively – and even then only in the 
company of other couples. No couple is permitted to be alone until after marriage, and sex before 
marriage (fornication) is strictly prohibited. 

• Living arrangements: An individual saint is not permitted to live alone. Until marriage to another saint, 
a single person lives with his or her family or with some number of other saints of the same sex, after 
approval by the Body. No other arrangement is condoned. 

• Friends: All of a saint’s friends are in the Body. No exceptions. Other than meeting consumer or 
business needs, speaking to or socializing with unbelievers is permitted only if the objective is 
evangelism. Any member who has left the Body or who has been cast out due to unrepented sin is 
shunned completely. This practice is intended to protect saints from temptation to backslide, and all 
saints are expected to monitor each other with loving concern to protect each others’ souls. Activities 
that support this protective approach include frequent Bible study meetings, enforced fellowshipping 
periods, group evangelical efforts, and saints-only social events.  

 
 
TED HAGGARD VS. AMOS KING 
 
The character of Amos King was inspired by the tribulations of Ted Haggard. Although And If I Fall is far from 
Haggard’s story, the real life situation provides an interesting backdrop. 
 
In 2003, Ted Haggard (“Pastor Ted”) was pastor of the 9,200-member New Life Church in Colorado Springs 
and founder of the World Prayer Center and the Christian Information Network. In March of that year he was 
appointed president of the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE).  
 
In 2006, Haggard voiced public support for Amendment 43 to the Colorado Constitution, which defined 
marriage as between one man and one woman. Colorado state law already prohibited any other marriage, but 
Haggard used his pulpit and his immense influence to promote further codification of this civil rights limitation. 
 
Then everything changed. In November of 2006, saying (essentially) that he could no longer tolerate the 
hypocrisy, a man named Mike Jones alleged that Haggard had been paying him for sex for the past three 
years. Although Haggard initially denied this relationship and any homosexual activity, he eventually admitted 
that he was “guilty of sexual immorality” and that he was “a deceiver and a liar.” Later, further allegations of 
homosexual activity involving Haggard surfaced from within the church itself. 
 
This is not the end of Haggard’s story, and he did eventually establish another evangelical church on the basis 
of therapy he had received and his determination to repent fully and permanently regarding homosexual 



activity. He also went so far as to tell CQ in a February, 2011 interview, “I think that probably, if I were 21 in this 
society, I would identify myself as a bisexual.” 
   
Although Amos King’s journey through this personal hell ended differently from Haggard’s, both men presented 
the same façade: certainty that was seductively solid but frighteningly fragile. In And If I Fall, even as Jude is 
locking step with Reverend King, the depths of the man’s personal hidden truths begin to shatter his certainty, 
and the preacher’s secret pushes him over the edge. Only then do others see that Amos King was not running 
toward something perfect but away from something within himself that he considered hideous and evil. Only 
then does it become evident that no amount of praying, no amount of abstinence, no amount of Biblical 
righteousness can make a man be who he is not. Only then does it become known that Amos King was living a 
lie. 
 
 

 
 


